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fron his superior required his immediate presence in furope.

Shortly after Mitler's accession into power in Germany, Cousin
Richard Muckernan advised me that he had read in an English Catholic
paper that the German Chancellor of the Weimar Republic, Bruening

had managed to escape Hitler's clutches by fleeing to Hollang in
Father Hermann Muckerman's automobile. I wrote to the Enalish saper
requesting Father Muckerman's address, It replied by stating ther it
would hazard Father Muckerman's liberty and possibly his life (f ine
formation as to his whereabouts were discovered, However, it stated,
chat 1f T would send it a letter which I misht write to Father Mucke
Srman, it would see that it was delivered to the priest. I wrote che
Lletter in which I specifically asked whether the report that Chancellor
Bruening had escaped from Hitler in his, Father muckerman's, autow
mobile, was true. After some time I recieved a repiy. again thrsugh
the English paper from Father Muckerman advising that the repors was
frue. Later, Ex-Chancellor Bruening came to this country and was
gstablished as a member of the faculty of Harvard University. I wrote
3 letter to the ex-chancellor, congratulating him on his eseape: from
Hitler and recieved a reply from him in which he stated tha L&

Father Muckernan had not made his automobile available, he would have
had great difficulty in effecting his escape. Father Muckerman re.
mained in hiding until after World War 11 at which time he returned to
his native country and was made President of the Institut Fur Nacar
und Freie Anthropologie in Berlin Dahlem, Germany, which is in the
Eastern Zone, which office he held until his death. While in this
position, he continued €o write and always sent me copies of his books
and pericdicals which I have in my posession.

Another German Priest who fought Hitler to the point that he had to
flee from Germany to Holland was Father Friederich Muckerman who
continued o fight itler and Nazi-ism from his asylum in Holland.
After his death, his life-long Secretary wrote his biography and kindly
sent me a copy.'There is a principal street in Hunster Germany uhieh
is named Pather Friederich Muckerman Street.

Another of our relatives in Germany was a Sister Bermhilde who was

the Superioress of a large school where young women were tadght
domestic science. For some years Sister Bernhilde sent o my family
very two years, two German young ladies, graduates of the school.
Who operated as domestics in my home. Sister Berrhilde remembered
very well Grandpa and Grandna Muckerman and our Aunt Clara (Mrs,
Joseph A. Bardemheier) who visited Germany. I think that this was

in the year 1905. This was the only time that Grandpa visited the
place of his birth,

At Ehe end of World War 11 I recieved a later by sowe sort of miracle
2ddressed to Christopher Muckermann U, S. A. On reading the letter it
became clear that it had bran intended for Grandpa. It was an Sppeal
from several members of the family in Clarholz and it's environs
asking for help, particularly food, I began to send Care packages and
others of my own makeup, and, as might be expected, my List began Lo
gEow into considerable proportions. I recall that one of the relatives
was Gerhard Muckernan who appealed
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for food, and if possible some coffee and pipe tobacco. I attemp-
ted to accomnodate him. I sent green coffes thinking that it could
e roasted when recieved (Gerhard was propristor of a bakery) to
Dbenefit the flavor. However, after a few packages of green coffes,
Gerhard wrote to me asking that I send it roasted,.because when he
roasted it, the neighbors would smell the roasting coffes and thers
would be little left for him, After awhile, I recieved a letter,
2gain signed by a numbar of the relatives ststing that things had
returned to normal and that no further help would be needed. They
thanked me for the help which had been extended and advised that a
painter in the locality had been selected o paint a picture of
Grandpa’s birthplace. In dus tine I recieved the painting and it
Thangs in my home. It is a very well-kept farahouse and barn. The
legend on the back of the painting states that the buildings were
built in the year 1520 and that no change of any consequence was
made or required except that the original wooden shake roof had
been replaced. I have much correspondence with various members of
the family in Germany which might interest scme of the reader's
Of this narrative. Some are translated into English although most
Of then are in the original german, Thoy are available at my home
where those interested will be always welcome.

1 have briefly previously alluded to the fact that until about the
year 1900, Grandpa's family spoke german. North St. Louis, in the
neighborhood of Hyde Park was a german community. Holy Trinity
Church to which this territory was assigned held it's services in
the german language and the school which was attended by the Mucker—
man children spoke and read nothing but german, Later, as some of
the younger of the children attended the school and church, services
and " class-rooms were conducted in both german and english.

I must tell a story here concerning Holy Trinity Church, When the
present church loocated at 3519 No. Fourteenth Street conducted the
laying of it's corner-stone, Grandpa was selected as the grand mar-
shal of the parade which was an inevitable accompaniment of such
occasions at that time, particularly in the german communities.

It vas the duty o parhaps privalege of the Grand arshal to 1iad
the parade.througli the streets of the parish which were all gaily
dacorated for the event. I remember that the entire morning was

spent by our Uncle Chris in decorating the Muckerman home before
which the parade would pass with bunting and flags. I had been allow-
€d to spend the day at Grandpas for the occasion, I recall Grandpa
leading the parade on a well-groomed and spirited horse (he was an
excellent horseman) and feeling very proud of him. However, the
ultimate end of that day and it’s memory are not in the same vein:

On celebrations of this kind when a gorman church was involved,

noney for the operation of the parish was raised by a sort of pic-
nic attended by the parishoners on the church grounds. Such a pic-
nic concluded the parade when dissolved. At such picnics, among
other things was a bar which dispensed beer. It was the custoM, for
several pooplo to "capturc’ . likoly prospect(meaning one who might
bave a roasonable bank-roll in his pasossion) and escort such vic-
tim through the grounds at the head of a small parade featuring o
small gernan band which ended at the bar where the victim was
required to buy drinks for the large crowd which invariably followed
the parade. It seems that Grandpa had been the victin who 13d many
Of these parades that day and when he arrived home he vas plainly
feeling no pain whatever, Grandma spent the evening providing him
with ice bags for his head while at the same time giving hin a
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tongue-lashing at vhich she was quite adept. It was the only time I
saw Grandpa showing the least sign of inebriation although he was in
no sense opposed to liquor.

The Hyde-Park area in which Grandpa lived for many years produced
many well known St. Louis business and professional men among them
being ¥r. John Krey the founder of the Krey Packing Company, Arthur
Blumeyer, a recipient of the St. Louis award and many others. Mention
might also be made of the fact that the St. Louis Griesedieck family
came from the same location in Germany from which Grandpa came. I
personally met one of the members of this family vhen she visited St.
Louis several years ago and she advised me that she knew many of

the members of our family in Germany.

While it may not he an attractive subject, some explanation should
be made here concerning the family lot in Calvary Gemetery, so that
the members of the family may have some knowledge of its purposes

and conditions,

When Henry Muckemman died unmarried, the life insurance which he had
carried was employed by Grandpa to purchase this lot and it's monu-
ment. The monunent Contains the family name spelled with 2 n's, which
was the manner in which the name was generally spelled at that time.
It has not been changed because of the cost which does hot only
involve the elimination of the last "n' but actually requires the
elinination of the entire name and a re-cutting of it spelled with
one "n" so that the proper centering may be preserved.

Shortly before my Pather's death, he turned over to me the deed to
the lot and advised me that it had been purchased to provide a last
resting place for all the members of the family until full occupancy
had occured. At that time I discussed the matter with Msgr. Hartmect
who was in charge of the cemetery, for recommendations which he might
have concerning the lot generally. He immediately recommendsd the
establishnent of double burials in each grave. The first to a depth
Of § feet and the second to a depth of 6 feet. He advised that the
matter of available cemetery space was becoming critical. It is not
ifeicult to calculate that the filling of family cemetery lots is

a progressive matter. When the lot is purchased, 2 members of the
fanily compose the total candidates (for want of a better word).
However, the next generation may involve 20 candidates. The following
generation perhaps 100. We are now in the 3rd., generation, I submitted
Msgr. Hartnett's recommendation to the members of the family and it
was cbjected to Ly some, so that single graves have continued to be
the custom. I have been'advised, though, that the last two interments,
Polly Rolwing Radley and Clara Muckernan Miller were double graves,
and since this continues o he a matter of permnal praferenca, it
is simply a question as to how long the facility will last. on'a
double’ grave basis it will abviously last twice as long as if single
graves are employed, Zdward C. Muckerman now has the deed and the
management of this lot. Re was, and may still be a menber of the Board
Of Trustees of the cemetery. However arrangements have always been
made by members of the family with the cemetery office directly and
50 accepted, It should perhaps be added that in anticipation of the
lack of space which the family lot will ultimately provide, Richard
Muckernan and I have established our own lots. I have been asked
Questions concerning the lot many times and thought it appropriate
to make this oxplanation o all of the members of the family for their
gutdance.
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A
Listing of
the
descendants
of
Christopher and Wilhelmina
MUCKERMAN
at
October 31, 1971
with an

introductory narrative

Since T am the oldest living descendant of Christopher and Wil-
helnina Muckerman {until 1918 spelled Muckermann) I have thought
it appropriate to inform the mesbers of the family concerning
certain natters relating to our mutual ancestor which may not be
nown by or available to them because of their younger age-and
for posterity generally.

1 shall have to confine this narrative to Christopher Muckerman
since the only information on his spouse, Wilhelmina is that

she came to St. Louis from Pennsylvania where she had been a mem-
ber of an Anish Colony then resfding in Buck's County. She was
accompanied by her brother who for some time worked for Chris-
topher Muckerman in the ice business and was known as "Pap" Schul-
te being Wilhelmina's maiden-name.

since this is an informal narrative I shall use the names Grand-
pa and Grandma Muckerman for Christopher and Wilhelmina as being
nore familiar to the members of the family who knew them.

Grandma was a short, stocky woman typical of the Ahish people.
She dressed in the Amish fashion in black dress, shawl and bonnet.
She was an excellent cook and home-maker having reared to matur-

ity seven boys and 2 girls out of a total of eleven children born
£o her in an era in which infant mortality was very high. It must
e remembered that diagnostic equipment was practically unknown.

Antibiotics had not yet made their appearance and there was jrac-
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tically no surgery and hospitals were places where patients were
sent to die. Pre and post natal treatment was unknown. One chld
died shortly after birth and another (the first Edward) succunbed
to diphtheria at the age of saven. Babies were then delivered by
women without any training whatever other than experience. I my-
Self was delivered by Grandma Muckerman's wash-woman who moon-
1ighted in that capacity.

Grandna Muckerman was a very strict disciplinarian and very
handy with a slap or a box of the sar when her discipline was off-
ended. I had many occasions personally to test this out. I was
permitted to spend some of my vacation periods at "Grandma's’ in
Visiting with ny uncle Alex who was only a littls older than I.
To my knowledge, Grandna never had any domestic servants other
than the wash-woman, a Mrs. Brockel, who moonlighted as:a mid-
wife on occasions when such services were desired. The large fam-
ily lived in a spacious home located at 3725 No. Fourteenth St.
This was a residence typical of the times, well built and a model
of cleanliness. The large kitchen vas equipped with two massive
wood burning cook stoves and a long table tpon which all the fam-
ily meals were served and which ran the entire length of the kit-
chen, some thirty feet. The house was devoid of any inside plum-
bing and was heated by hard coal burning heating stoves and was
illuninated by coal-oil lamps for some time. After a while by
gas which vas just making it's appearance as an illuninant. There
was a wash-house about twenty feet to the rear of the dwelling
in one corner of which was situated the wash-room which contained
the bath-tub, This building was urheated and made bathing quite a
chore in the Autusn and Winter, and Grandma who was just as devo-
a5 she was about cleanliness in the
s in all seasons.

feast days such as Christmas, Easter and Thanksgiving,
€he entire fanily were accustomed to congregate at Grandmas for

a repast, and a sumptuous repast it was. Both cook-stoves were
roasting tyrkeys, usually four of them, with dressing, cran-
Derries and all the trimmings, all cooked "from the ground up"

Dy Grandma herself, with the help of Aunt Elizabeth (Wrs. H. E.
Sanders), and later of Aunt Clara (Mrs. J. A. Bardenheier). The
so-called first table (the assembled guests vere too many io be
accomodated by one table) was occupied by the sons, dauchters,
Sons-in-laws and daughter-in-las, and a second tahie was served
up for the children. I never did graduate to the first table
before Grandpa moved to his new hone and the custom was changed.
The family had now grown to the point that the gatherings occ-
ured atter dinnez-time. On all such occasions in the old house,
which also included Sundays, the family would seperate after
Qinner, the "men-folks" as they were called repairing to the "par-
lor" to discuss business matters involving the ice business in
which they were all engaged, where the room 3oon became 5o heav-
i1y laden with cioar smoke (hat hroathing was rendered di€ficult.
Thit women and ¢l Tdren would occupy he 78| CCLig-room” which ad~
joined the kitchen, whers "lady-talk" became the order of the day,
Erequently interrupted by the yells of the children, until each
of them finally went to sleep in their favorite corners. At about
9 P. M. my Uncle Alex and I would be despatched o the Combina-
tion saloon and grocery located about one block away, armed with
£wo large tin buckets which were £illed with beer by the saloon
Keeper and with which we guickly returned to the gathering yhere
Granana would Fi11 a glass of the beverage for ealh OF the Men
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which Alex and I would proudly carry to the men in the "parlor.

The balance of the beer would be subjected to a Sprinkling of sugar
to make what was called "sugar-beer” and served to the ladies and some
of the older children. About 10 P. M. the party would disband,

each family to it's own particular *rig" drawn by one or two horses
depending on the size and use of the vehicle, surrey, buggy etc.
There was no hard liquor served at any time, although in the ceilar
which ran the full length of the house and had a dirt floor. there
was a barrel of whiskey and 2 wagon load of apples which Grandpa
purchased each autunn. I don't know just how it happened, but every
2utunn there appeared a new barrel of whiskey and a new wagon load
of apples 50 that it can he assumed that in some way or other the
previous years purchase was consuned. At that time a barrel of whis-
Key was anything but costly since the tax was insignificant compared
with present taxes on such products. My father told me that some time
prior to his marriage and while he Still lived at home and when the
Muckernan Ice and Coal Co, was situated at 1100 South 12th., Street
which was in so-called South St. Louls, his father and he would
drive home and frequently stop at a saloon about midway between the
place af business and home, At this saloon there was habitually a
well cooked "free lunch' often consisting of such delicacies as wild
duck, quail and wild turkey in connection with vhich game there had
not yet been passed any law which would prohibit the hunting, purchase
or sale of such delicacies, At this saloon one could buy-a stein of
beer or two and help himseif to the lunch without any Limit as to
guantity. Pollowing this, if one desired, he could light up one of
the clay pipes which were available, using tobacco which was also
free. The total cost of such luxury would be 10¢, the price of the
o steins of beer. If whiskey was desired the charge was 5¢ for
three ounces.

To get back to our principal subject, wine was served at Grandpas

at christentings and weddings.

South of the home was a lawn of considerable size with a large
Geranium bed in it's center during the summer months. Geraniums vere
Grandpa's favorite flowers. To the rear of the lawn was a very large
two-story stable always occupied by several fine horses and & coll-
ection of"rigs". A Surrey for the fanily and a bugay for each of the
grown and unmarried children who were still living at home. As has
Deen previously described, the families would arrive, each in their
own individual "rig", and I can still see to poor horses with blan-
Kets thrown over their backs, standing in the sub-zero weather which
often prevailed in St. Louis in the dead of winter, from 5 to 10 B.N,
the steam blowing out of their nostrils as their warm breaths met
the cold, Yat, when the family was ready £o return home, the.blanket
was taken from the backs Of the horses and used tp keep the human
beings from freezing to death on the homeward journey, and the horses
responded to the "gid-dap’ command as frisky and obedient as though
they had been to the party themselves..These trips, often in a com-
pletely open buggy or surrey were the height of discomfort. At the
beginning of the trip the cold would seen intolerable. However, as
tine went on one would become so petrified that all feeling seemed
to vanish.

It must have been about the year 1908 when grabdpa moved to 5102 Maple
Ave., in the Cabanne district. This was a well-built residence of brick
and‘granite, equipped with all the facilities available at the time.

Both Tesidences are still standing, but well kept as they wers by
Grandpa, they are mow in tertible tondition, Papcicalarly the one
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at 5102 Maple Avenue where the character of the neighborhood has
undergone a vast change.
Grandpa Muckernan came to the United States from Clarholz, in the
Province of Westphalia, Germany, in the year 1855. His naturalization
papers read"Christoph’ which is the German name for Christopher. Clar-
Rolz is a strictly agricultural territory located in the Northwestern
part of Western Germany. The principal city in the area is Munster.
He was one of the children of Bernhard Heinrich Muckerman who was
born in Freckemhurst, Alsace Lorraine, on February l2th., 1802, and
Anna Maria Muckernan who was born in Clarholz on January Bth.. 1803.
Here it should be explained that Bernhard, the husband of Anna Naria,
was named Bernhard Heinrich Debbert. However, according to the cus-
tom then prevailing in this part of Germany at that time, upon his
marriage to Anna Maria and his entering upon his married life on the
famm of her father wiich Anna Maria was to imherit, Bermhard's last
name was changed from Debbert to Muckerman. As has been previously
stated, the name is spelled in Germany ending in two n's. It was 5o
spelled in the United States until the time of the First World War
at which time the last n was dropped at which time many German fam-
ilies "americanized” their names to demonstrate their patriotism
and to indicate that they had no "pro-german’ sentiments concerning
the war. Some of the American families still use the two n's.
Grandpa Muckernan had brothers and sisters with birthdates as follows

Jobann, Born 11/5/1830-Enigrated to the U. S.

Anna Katherina, Born 2/17/1832

Everhard, - Born 1/7/1834-Enigrated to the U. S.

Katherina Elizabeth, Born 11/2/1836

Bermhard, Born 2/4/1838

Christopher, Bornd/23/1840-Emigrated to the U. S

Heinrich. Born 3/11/1842

Franz Joseph, Born 8/7/1845

Anna Gertrud, Born 6/7/1848
Grandpa's brothers Johann (John) and Everhard (Edward) had preceeded
hin to this country. He told me that on the occasion of his fifteenth
Dirthday, his father had taken him aside and told hin that Germany held
Little promise for him in the future. The farm would support but one
Zanily, and since this was strictly a rural community, his future
would have to consist in being a farm-hand. Grandpa decided to follow
his two brothers to America, and engaged passage on a sailing ship
undex an agreement whereby hn would work his way over. He was accom-
panied by a youngster from the same neighborhood and his own age., That
was the last time these boys saw their parents. The crossing was rough
and lastad six weeks. During a violent storm in which the sanll craft
was_thrown about a great deal, Grandpa was at the top of one of the
mainmasts for some purpose and his friend was atop the other. The
Ship was thrown on its side by a large wave so that Grandpa and his
£riend both went temporarily below water. When the ship had righted
itself, Grandpa looked in vain for his friend but he was gone, Hec
had evidently lost his hold on the mast when it went under water. The
ship landed in New Orleans and Grandpa worked his way up the Mississ-
ippi River to St. Louis in which city his brothers had settled. He told
me on one occasion that it had been the ambition of the three brother
to ultinately settle in Alton, Illinois, which, at that time seemed to
offar the bast prospect for
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a success in business. At this time the Civil War was appearing

on the horizon and, as is usual at such times, permanent employment
nust await service reguirements. Grandpa served with the Union Army
2nd was stationed at Branchs Fort which occupied an eminence in

North St. Louis in the general neighborhood of Hyde Park. After the
war, Grandpa and hiis two brothers decided to start in the ice business
under the name of Muckerman Brothers of which more will be said in
the narrative referring to the Polar Wave Ice and Fuel Company.

At the time the original Muckerman Brothers Ice Co., was dissolved,
of which more later, Grandpa continued to live at 3725 No, Pourteenth
St, but established his own ice business at 1100 So. Twelith St. The
brother John remained in the ice business in North St. Louis at the
original location of the brothers on No. Fourteenth St, and Edward
returned to farming having purchased one at Creve Coeur Mo.. where

my Uncle Alex and I spent many summercholidays, Bdward Muckerman had
a large fanily. One of his daughters married a farmer named Ortmann
and had many children. An Ortmann made ALl Anerican” football while
a student at Iowa University. The family attended and helped build
the original church of St. Monica in Creve Coeur and members of the
fanily lie buried in the churchyard of that church, Creve Coeur is
now, of course, a populous suburb of St. Louls but at the time when
Edward ran the farm it was pure "country" with neighbors living great
aistances apart.

The children of John Muckerman were friendly with our Uncles and
Aunts. The house occupied by Grandpa on No. Fourteenth Street was a
Gouble-house. The Northern half being occupied by the family of John
Muckernan and the Southern half by Grandpa and his family.

When I attended St. Louis University, I was, at one time appointed
23 was the custon to serve as librarian for a certain period. It was
the Guty of the Librarian to provide the books called for by the stude
ents. One day, when time permitted, I was browsing through the Lib-
rary books and came across a book written in German by a Father
sHermann Muckermann S. J. The title was "Kind Und Yolk* which loosely
translated means "Children and People.” I might hers mention that
until sometime around the year 1900, Grandpa's family spoke German.

T did not speak a word of English when I entered Clinton Kindergarten
at the age of.5. I had quite a time of it until I began to adopt the
English languags through hearing it spoken in Kindergarten. I took
the book by Father Muckermann which I had discovered to show it to
Grandpa. He was pleased but unable to exactly place the priest as to
Tis relationship. I later learned that he was Grandpa's nephew. I en-
Gaged in correspondence with Father Mickermann whom I had located

as an instructor of Anthropology at the University of Louvain in
Belgium, Our corrcopondence gradually dininished and was ubtimately
discontinued, I learned later that Father Muckermann had been sent
by the Jesui order to teach anthropology at the University of Creigh-
ton in Omaha Nebraska and had been $o engaged for some four years
agter which he returned to Germany, He advised me some time later
that he intended to return to Germany by way of St. louts for a visit
with his fanily here but that his orders





